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Lawrence University honored 
Virginia Purdy, class of 1938, 
Monday, April 20 by awarding her 
an honorary doctorate of humane 
letters for her efforts in environ-
mental conservation. The degree is 
awarded annually to alums that have 
a particularly distinguished career 
and have been large supporters of 
Lawrence.
Provost and Dean of the Faculty 
David Burrows presented the award. 
As Purdy lives in Buffalo, Wyo., the 
degree was accepted in absentia by 
senior Megan Bjella who, as director 
of Lawrence’s sustainable garden, 
embodies Purdy’s ideals of environ-
mental conservation.
“A lot of the work Purdy’s done 
in terms of thinking about the envi-
ronment in an integrated way and 
being aware of all of the complexi-
ties of the environment is something 
I strive to emulate,” Bjella said.
According to Burrows, Purdy’s 
award is particularly fitting because 
of her ties with the environment 
and Lawrence’s current Green Roots 
initiative — Purdy’s recognition was 
even the kick-off of Lawrence’s Earth 
Day events.
“[Degrees] are a way for an insti-
tution of higher learning to recog-
nize people who have been impor-
tant for education,” Burrows said. 
“Purdy has been both an alumna and 
very involved in the environmental 
movement.”
Purdy’s ties with Lawrence did not 
end with her graduation. She served 
on the board of 
trustees for 17 
years, from 1985 
to 2002, when she 
was named trustee 
emerita.
Purdy’s experi-
ence at Lawrence 
was one that left 
her a knowledge-
able person in 
many ways, which 
is one reason she 
continues to sup-
port Lawrence.
“ S t u d e n t s 
leave [Lawrence] 
with a feeling of 
a great spread of 
knowledge in their 
education — not 
only literary, but 
artistic, and a kind 
of education that 
makes a well-rounded individual,” 
Purdy said.
Purdy, the only child of Danish 
immigrants, grew up on a farm on 
the outskirts of Appleton, where 
the Copps grocery store on Calumet 
Street is currently located. After 
graduating, she moved to Buffalo, 
Wyo., where her uncle had home-
steaded.
Purdy ended up staying in 
Wyoming the rest of her life and 
developing the Purdy Ranch, a 
23,000-acre working cattle ranch. At 
92, she had a successful career as an 
entrepreneur and cattle rancher, she 
served as the only woman mayor of 
Buffalo, and she performed in sev-
eral symphonies.
In the past, Purdy has welcomed 
students of the geology department 
in to visit Purdy Ranch to examine its 
geological features, which encompass 
canyons and springs of the Bighorn 
Mountains. She 
has also been a 
large supporter of 
Björklunden.
Purdy has 
been a voice 
for the environ-
ment in a place 
where environ-
mentalism is not 
popular. She was 
involved in the 
water conserva-
tion movement 
in the 1940s, and 
she is an advocate 
for protection of 
predators.
Purdy does 
not allow any 
hunting of natural 
predators, such as 
wolves and moun-
tain lions, on her 
land. In the ‘40s, she built two reser-
voirs and an irrigation system on the 
ranch in order to conserve water for 
the ranch and its animals.
“She did it because she believed 
it was the right thing to do — she 
fell in love with the earth — it might 
be as simple as that, and everything 
she did was guided by this love 
and admiration,” said Cal Husmann, 
vice president for development and 
alumni relations, who has visited 
Purdy several times.
Purdy has also served on several 
state commissions on water conser-
vation and has been a spokesperson 
for safer coal mining practices.
Additionally, Purdy assisted in 
efforts to reintroduce wolves into 
Yellowstone National Park. She is 
a member of multiple wildlife and 
environmental conservation groups, 
including Alaskans for Wildlife, 
Defenders of Wildlife, the Sierra 
Club, the Audubon Society and the 
Greater Yellowstone Coalition.
“I just believe it’s the duty of 
anyone who loves the land to pre-
serve it the way nature has given it to 
us,” Purdy said in an interview with 
the Buffalo Bulletin. “I never expected 
anyone to acknowledge me as a great 
benefactor. I like to do things quietly 
and humbly because I like saving and 
preserving the natural environment 
and the wildlife in it. It is important 
to me to live in an environment that 
feeds the soul and takes care of the 
body. If you take care of the land, it 
will take care of you.”
Caitie Williamson
Associate News Editor
Purdy ‘38 awarded degree for environmental conservation efforts
Photos courtesy of LU
Virginia Purdy in Buffalo, Wyo. (left); David Burrows presents the honerary degree to Megan Bjella.
The Office of Multicultural 
Affairs encourages diversity through 
lectures, musical events and various 
programs, all coordinated by the 
assistant dean of students for mul-
ticultural affairs. After student fears 
that the position would be staffed 
only as a part-time position or elimi-
nated altogether, Dean of Students 
Nancy Truesdell confirmed that the 
position will be staffed to full capac-
ity next year.
Recently, there were growing 
concerns among some students as 
well as faculty members that the 
administration would eliminate the 
position completely in order to save 
money.
The misinterpretation that the 
position would not be filled next year 
was precipitated by current Acting 
Assistant Dean of Students for 
Multicultural Affairs Mohammed Bey 
confirming that his stay at Lawrence 
is only temporary.
According to Truesdell, the rea-
son Mohammed Bay is only a tempo-
rary fill for the position is that it was 
too late last year for the administra-
tion to fill the position with full-time 
personnel.
The procedures for filling a posi-
tion require a national search for 
potential applicants; however, at the 
end of last school year, it was not 
possible for the administration to 
make a survey for applicants. Hence, 
Bay was appointed to fill the position 
as acting assistant dean of students 
for multicultural affairs.
As a result of the misconception 
about the position going unfilled, 
sophomore Isake Smith sent a letter 
to The Lawrentian March 6 voicing 
her concerns. Truesdell sent e-mails 
to students to clear up the misunder-
standings.
There never was any proposal of 
completely eliminating the assistant 
dean of position. Due to the econom-
ic crisis that started last fall, there 
has been a plan to staff the office 
differently from the previous years, 
but not to eliminate it. 
“We thought that we would be 
able to fill the position in a different 
way, using a number of part-time 
people,” Truesdell said.
Due to student and faculty con
Dean of multicultural affairs
position continues in full capacity
Cuong D. Nguyen
Staff  Writer
Local first- through fifth-graders 
took part in the second annual CADY 
Arts, Music and Writing Day April 
25. The 35 elementary students 
painted, played with food and 
investigated diamond robberies 
in rooms in the union, recreation 
center and Wriston.
The children, who came from 
12 area elementary schools, 
rotated through five stations run 
by campus organizations. The 
stations focused on arts activi-
ties designed to capture the chil-
dren’s imaginations.
Circle K took over the game 
room in the union, putting plat-
ters of paints on tables other-
wise reserved for billiards so that 
youngsters could explore their 
artistic impulses. Claudia Smith, 
a 7-year-old, created a ladybug 
and noted that art was her favor-
ite subject in school.
Volunteer Ken Weinlander 
explained how the kids created 
works reminiscent of the Australian 
aboriginal style with Q-tips and their 
fingertips, or with white crayons and 
watercolor paints. Weinlander said, 
“I think what CADY does is very 
worthwhile, so I’m willing to give 
my time.” 
In the multipurpose room in the 
recreation center, Mortar Board gave 
children the opportunity to play with 
their food. Animal crackers, marsh-
mallows and pretzels waited to be 
converted into imaginative struc-
tures by the younger kids, but the 
foods simply served as a snack for 
the older ones.
Third- through fifth-graders, who 
Wriston Art Collective volunteer 
Chris Dorn described as “on the 
cusp of being bored with every-
thing,” opted for word puzzles 
and bingo, so the station served 
as a midday snack stop. Nine-year-
old Julie Quinn was a bit more 
imaginative, playing her round of 
bingo with pretzel sticks.
Other activities offered 
included a robbery investigation 
run by the Lawrentian staff in 
which kids got to act as report-
ers to investigate an imaginary 
pink diamond missing from 
Avenue Jewelers. 
Kappa Alpha Theta ran 
another station in the coffee-
house where kids played cas-
tanets to represent a bird, or 
a wood block to represent a 
leopard in an imaginative song 
describing jungle animals.
WAC ran another artistic sta-
tion in the recreation center, 
showing students how to create 
subtractive art, a type of art in 
which tape is removed from a 
painting to create a design.
CADY’s previous career 
exploration days for students have 
been well received. “After 
CADY Arts Day encourages creative kids
Maija Anstine 
for The Lawrentian
Photo by Susanna Valleau
See Multicultural on page 2
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LUCC is currently considering a 
proposal from the Student-Athlete 
Advisory Committee to have a sand 
court installed in the quad over the 
summer. The court would be fin-
ished in the fall. 
The new court would serve as 
a replacement for a similar one 
that used to sit between the Sage 
and Trever residence halls. The old 
court’s removal was a necessity for 
the construction of the new Warch 
Campus Center, set to open next 
fall.
SAAC co-chair junior Emily Mohr 
said that the previous volleyball court 
was a popular feature of campus, 
used by a wide range of students and 
groups beyond varsity athletics. In 
addition to being available to anyone 
for informal fun, the court was used 
for a number of spring events includ-
ing Southeast Side Days as well as 
academic departments’ end-of-year 
celebrations.
With an abundance of projects in 
progress and no such abundance of 
money on its hands, the university 
did not plan to build another court. 
If certain members of SAAC had not 
decided that replacing the court was 
both possible and highly desirable 
for the Lawrence community.
Beginning last fall, an informal 
group within SAAC began meeting 
under the leadership and organi-
zation of senior Tara Carmody to 
investigate what it would take to 
get a court installed. Representatives 
met with Dean of Students Nancy 
Truesdell as well as with LUCC to 
work out a plan.
If the project is approved, the 
court will be located on the east side 
of the quad, between Draheim and the 
Sigma Phi Epsilon house. According 
to Mohr, this was determined to be 
the only feasible location on campus. 
She cited both streets and buildings 
with windows as limiting factors.
SAAC estimates the total cost 
of installing the court would be 
between $4,000 and $5,000, includ-
ing a contractor’s fee. After consid-
eration, LUCC recommended con-
tracting with a company in order 
to prevent any part of the burden 
falling on the university’s grounds 
crew. All work on the project would 
occur over summer break.
The request for funding first 
came to LUCC at its last meeting, and 
it has been tabled to allow time for 
more campus discussion. No disap-
proval has been voiced thus far.
However, Mohr, who also serves 
on the LUCC finance committee, said 
the group is “looking for a more 
obvious consensus” from the stu-
dent body at large. The proposal 
will come before the general council 
again at its Monday afternoon meet-
ing.
In the meantime, LUCC will be 
awaiting feedback. Mohr stressed 
that students with strong positive 
or negative opinions about the new 
volleyball court should make their 
known to their LUCC representatives 
in the next few days.
Mohr described the old sand 
court as “a place where [students] 
could come together for a good time 
and a little healthy competition,” and 
suggested that a new one would pro-
mote community on campus. “SAAC 
hopes that this court could provide 
what [the old one] once did for 
Lawrence University.”
Dylan reed-Maxfield
Staff  Writer
Saturday, May 2 at 9 p.m. in the coffeehouse — Tough 
But Fair. Lawrence alums, playing guitar, bass and piano, 
formed this band in the summer of 2008.  
Tuesday, May 5 at 6:30 p.m. in the coffeehouse 
— Housing selection info session. For first-year students 
navigating the housing selection process, this session is 
invaluable for getting the best digs.
Tuesday, May 5 at 8 p.m. in Harper Hall — Dobet 
Gnahoré, a widely celebrated African singer, dancer 
and percussionist performs as part of the World Music 
Series.
Wednesday, May 6 at 3 p.m. in Science Hall Atrium — 
SLUG will be selling tomato, eggplant and pepper plants 
to take home just in time for Mother’s Day.
Volleyball court awaits LUCC approval
Editors’ Picks:
To-Do May 2-6
HELP THE ENV IRONMENT
Recycle this newspapeR!
LOUISVILLE, Ky. — The 135th 
Kentucky Derby is this Saturday, 
May 2, at Churchill Downs. I Want 
Revenge, the 3-1 morning-line 
favorite, is starting at post 13, with 
Pioneer of the Nile in second. The 
winner’s purse of the 10-furlong 
race is $2,000,000. Last year’s win-
ner was Big Brown of IEAH Stables, 
the same stables that co-own 
Revenge with David Lanzman. 
—www.espn.com
MEXICO CITY — Swine flu has 
spread to eight countries and has 
left an estimated 150 people dead. 
The World Health Organization has 
raised the risk-level for pandemic to  
“5” on a scale of “6” based on the 
fact that the swine flu has spread by 
human to human contact in more 
than two countries. The organiza-
tion may upgrade the outbreak to a 
rating of “6,” indicating that a “pan-
demic is imminent.”
—www.newyorktimes.com
WASHINGTON — President 
Obama reached 100 days in office 
Wednesday. Among his actions in 
his first 100 days were closing the 
Guantanamo Bay detention center, 
restating American policy against 
torture and planning to end the Iraq 
War by August 31, 2010.
—www.cnn.com
In Other News...
one CADY day, one little girl 
said that becoming an archaeolo-
gist was now one of the top five 
things she wants to be when she 
grows up,” said CADY co-founder 
senior Ashlan Falletta-Cowden. 
“Another child’s mother wrote 
us an e-mail telling us that her son 
had decided that he wanted to be 
a scientist after Math and Science 
Day,” Falletta-Cowden continued.
Falletta-Cowden would like 
a bigger turnout in the future, 
hoping for between 50 and 75 
kids. CADY’s general goals for the 
future are huge. 
As Falletta-Cowden explained, 
“Our broad goal is to encourage 
children to embrace their educa-
tions and encourage them to go on 
to pursue college educations. More 
specifically, we want to promote a 
liberal arts education to underpriv-
ileged children and emphasize that 
going to a small private institution 
like Lawrence is just as much of a 
possibility for them as for anyone 
else.”
CADY
continued from page 1
Putting off writing papers?
Write for us instead.
Contact christig@lawrence.edu
cerns, Truesdell also engaged 
in a meeting with President Jill 
Beck’s cabinet on issues related 
to the position. Because of the 
importance of the position to 
campus life, the cabinet decided 
that Lawrence would staff the 
position full-time like in the past 
year.
“Students, faculty, and staff 
expressed their concern, and 
[we] felt it was most appropriate 
that we have a full time posi-
tion in that role,” said Truesdell. 
Monday, April 27, Truesdell start-
ed a national search for potential 
candidates.
Lawrence will maintain the 
tenure of faculty members, and 
will staff other positions in ways 
that will allow the college to save 
costs.
Multicultural
continued from page 1
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NO COUPON NECESSARY 
OPEN 'TIL 3AM
FREE DELIVERY
LU STUDENT
DISCOUNT:
$3.00 off a
16" pizza
$1.00 off 
any pizza
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Secret lives of our profs:
Associate Professor of Psychology 
Matt Ansfield has always loved 
Wisconsin. Now, when I use the word 
love in this case, I am not exaggerat-
ing. Ansfield really loves Wisconsin. 
He loves the muskie fishing and he 
loves the Green Bay Packers.
Above all, however, Ansfield has 
a passion for teaching. With the 
added benefit of Lawrence being 
located in Wisconsin, Ansfield says 
that the eight years he has spent 
so far at Lawrence have been a very 
rewarding experience, and he speaks 
of his time here as the realization of 
the life he has always wanted. 
Ansfield has always known he 
wanted to be a teacher, and has 
always been interested in psychol-
ogy. He was raised in Madison and 
graduated from UW-Madison with a 
bachelor’s degree, but he moved to 
Virginia to get a graduate degree in 
social psychology.
During his time in grad school, 
however, Ansfield always had the 
dream of returning to Wisconsin to 
build a life in a place where he could 
be close to the great muskie fishing 
he loves so much. In Wisconsin he 
also has the opportunity to be close 
to his family, though he says that 
Appleton is just far away enough 
from Madison, where his parents 
live, to make the situation “perfect.”
 It was during graduate school 
in Virginia and the separation from 
Wisconsin that Ansfield really began 
to develop a passionate love for the 
Green Bay Packers football team.
Ansfield said that growing up he 
could not “remember a time when he 
wasn’t a fan”, but he asserts that he 
achieved Packer “super fan” status 
during grad school because watching 
Packers games was a way to connect 
with his family back at home in 
Wisconsin.
He describes the experience of 
watching Packer games as one simi-
lar to looking up at the stars at night, 
knowing that your family is going 
through the same things you are. In 
Ansfield’s case, this experience came 
with the knowledge that his whole 
family would be watching the game, 
and could relate to the jubilation or 
pain that came with a touchdown or 
a turnover.
After graduate school — and 
his conversion to super fandom 
— Ansfield worked for a time at 
a larger, researched-focused univer-
sity where he had less contact with 
students.
Though Ansfield said that he 
had a good experience working in 
a more research-based place, he 
always knew that he wanted to work 
at a smaller, more student-focused 
institution where he could continue 
to do research but also concentrate 
more on teaching.
Lawrence ended up being the 
perfect place for this type of atmo-
sphere, and its proximity to Madison, 
its plenty of lakes and its location 
near Lambeau Field makes Lawrence 
the ideal location for Ansfield.
At Lawrence, Ansfield teaches 
all levels of classes, from introduc-
tory to capstone, and is currently 
working on humor research. His last 
published article focused on smil-
ing while distressed, and he is cur-
rently working on an article about 
how different types of humor affect 
distress.
The article to be published is 
titled “Is All Humor Created Equal? 
Effects Of Distress Focused versus 
Distracting Humor on Coping with 
Distress.” Ansfield says that he will 
continue to do research and that his 
favorite type of research to work on 
is any project that he can do with 
students.
In his free time, Ansfield, as pre-
viously mentioned, loves to fish for 
muskies, which he always releases 
because he actually feels conflicted 
about having to hurt them to catch 
them. When asked if he would eat a 
muskie, Ansfield simply says that it 
would be “sacrilegious” to do so.
Muskie fishing takes patience. 
After 100 hours of fishing per year, 
he said he may have only caught 
and released 15 muskies. However, 
photographs of his successes adorn 
the walls of his office. “I’m all about 
CPR,” he said. “Catch, Photograph, 
and Release.”
Packer games are another huge 
part of Ansfield’s life. “I try to go to 
as many as I can afford a season,” 
he said. For the games that he can-
not attend in person, Ansfield has a 
well-equipped Packers shrine in his 
basement, complete with a large TV 
and the helmet, pants and jersey of 
his favorite Packers player, Gilbert 
Brown.
Luck is very important to Ansfield 
when it comes to the Packers games, 
as he says it gives him a little bit 
of a way to control the outcome. 
Certain rituals are crucial, such as 
only allowing two out of his three 
cats to be in the room when the 
game is on.
If the third cat should enter 
the room, Ansfield said, the results 
are disastrous. “Whenever he enters, 
something bad happens,” said 
Ansfield. “It’s not correlation, it’s 
causation.”
It is probably a good thing, too, 
because if the Packers lose, Ansfield 
said that the rest of the week is pret-
ty much shot, and that his students 
know it, too.
A dream day for Ansfield, 
he said, would be to come home 
after catching and releasing three 
muskies, then watch the Packers 
beat the Vikings. To sum it up, when 
asked what a world without the 
Packers would be like, Ansfield said, 
“I’m speechless.”
As if muskie fishing and follow-
ing the Packers were not enough to 
keep one busy, Ansfield is also the 
chair of the tenure committee at 
Lawrence and the POSSE mentor for 
the coming year. Above all, Ansfield 
reiterates that his true passion is for 
the students and for teaching.
rachel young
for The Lawrentian
Associate Professor of Psychology Matt Ansfield
Shopska Salad
Shopska salata is a traditional 
Bulgarian salad originated by the 
Shopi people of the Sofia region, 
and hence the name “shopska.” 
There are slight variations from 
family to family but the basic 
ingredients served year-round 
are the same.
Cook Time: 15 minutes
Ingredients:
6 tomatoes, chopped 
1 large cucumber, unpeeled and 
chopped 
4 green or red peppers, roasted 
and chopped 
1 large onion, chopped, sliced 
(optional)
2 tablespoons chopped fresh 
parsley 
1/2 cup sunflower oil 
1/4 cup red-wine vinegar 
Salt and black pepper
1/2 cup Bulgarian sirene cheese 
or feta cheese, crumbled
Preparation:
1. Place tomatoes, cucumber, 
peppers, onion and parsley in a 
large bowl and toss.
2. Place oil, vinegar, salt and 
pepper to taste in a screw-top 
jar. Cover and shake until well 
blended.
3. Toss dressing with vegetables, 
turn into a serving bowl and 
refrigerate until ready to serve. 
Top with crumbled cheese and 
portion on chilled plates.
slavena emilova Molle
Chef
From our 
kitchen to yours 
Photo courtesy of Facebook
Photo by Susanna Valleau
Lecture explores geology and human health
As part of the Science Hall 
Colloquium Series, Dan Brabander, 
an associate professor of geochem-
istry at Wellesley College, delivered 
a lecture April 27 titled “Medical 
Geology: The Interface between 
Environmental Engineering and 
Public Health: Case Studies from the 
Urban Environment.”
Brabander used case studies as 
examples for how researchers in 
many disciplines — namely biol-
ogy, geology and chemistry — can 
combine forces to positively affect 
human health.
There are a number of different 
approaches that allow scientists to 
look at hazards to human health. 
One of these approaches is epide-
miological, or population-based.
Brabander used the situation in 
Bangladesh as an example. There, 
scientists are studying arsenic in 
drinking water supplied to 80 mil-
lion people.
Scientists often study the bioac-
cesibility and bioavailability of toxic 
molecules; these terms refer respec-
tively to how much of a particular 
contaminant will dissolve in your 
stomach and how much of it will 
reach your circulatory system.
Biomonitoring is a particularly 
inhumane way of evaluating expo-
sure. Canaries used to be taken into 
coal mines to measure the level of 
oxygen available. When the canaries 
died due to a lack of oxygen, min-
ers would know that they needed 
to leave. Brabander suggested that 
urban children are the unsuspecting 
canaries when it comes to testing the 
levels of lead in urban gardens.
Brabander also addressed the 
two different ways in which risk 
is assessed. Scientifically speaking, 
risk is determined by the sum of tox-
icity and exposure. Risk here equals 
hazard plus outrage, or media cover-
age.
This assessment of risk was used 
in the example he gave concerning his 
study of chromated copper arsenate 
wood in Boston area playgrounds. 
CCA was an EPA approved mate-
rial used for outdoor construction 
in the United States for 60 years, but 
Brabander and his students found 
that the levels of arsenic in the wood 
were a cause for concern.
When this information was pre-
sented at a conference, The Boston 
Globe got hold of the information 
and amplified the perceived level 
of risk. The popular reporting made 
the story much different from the 
conference, in which Brabander 
said, “There was no mention of 
risk or exposure.” For this reason, 
Brabander encouraged the general 
public to develop “quantitative rea-
soning skills.” 
To further illustrate the oddi-
ties concerning public opinion, 
Brabander showed excerpts from 
National Geographic articles from 
the late 1920s about children play-
ing with lead toys. He had a few 
of these toys with him and passed 
them through the room, reminding 
the audience to wash their hands 
before eating.
Currently Brabander is work-
ing with colleagues on publishing a 
paper that focuses on lead levels in 
the blood of Indians who use import-
ed spices and religious ceremonial 
powders. Some children were com-
ing to hospitals with very elevated 
levels of lead in their blood and were 
coincidentally all Indian.
Brabander worked to identify 
products specific to that ethnic group 
that could be the cause of such high 
lead exposure. Research led him and 
his colleagues to Sindoor powder, 
which is in some cases made with 
large amounts of lead, lending it a 
red color.
This type of specific research and 
collaboration among disciplines can 
significantly impact great amounts 
of people.
Maggie Waz 
Staff  Writer
Interested in submitting your own recipe? naveed.islam@lawrence.edu
Spring Cleaning Sale! 50% off
all school supplies!
Keep an eye out for other 
sales and discounts!
UNION S TATION
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In the spring of 1918, a deadly 
strain of influenza spread through 
North America and the rest of the 
world. As Word War I raged in 
Europe, American and Canadian sol-
diers arriving to the front lines car-
ried Spanish flu across the Atlantic. 
Three waves of infection swept the 
world over the course of the year: 
the first in the spring and early sum-
mer, the second in late summer, and 
the third that winter.
This is a rare pattern of infection, 
as influenza epidemics are usually 
common during the fall and winter 
months. The first wave was relatively 
mild. Most victims died during the 
second and third waves. Over one 
third of the world’s population was 
infected. Between 50 and 100 million 
people died. The mortality rate was 
between 2.5 and 3 percent. Normal 
influenza strains have a mortality 
rate of only about 0.1 percent, and 
of that, most deaths occur in young 
children and the elderly. The 1918 
strain killed mostly healthy people 
between the ages of 20 and 40 years 
old.
Fatal cases developed severe 
pneumonia often accompanied by 
pulmonary hemorrhaging, with 
many victims drowning in their own 
blood. Physicians reported cases 
where death followed less than 24 
hours after the onset of symptoms. 
Recently, the Spanish Flu virus was 
reconstructed from the remains of a 
woman who died from the disease. It 
has been classified as type A (H1N1) 
virus with genetic components found 
in avian viruses.
By most accounts, the earliest 
cases of this new strain of swine flu 
originated in Veracruz. The high-
est concentrations of infection in 
Mexico are currently in Veracruz, 
Oaxaca, Distrito Federal, San Luis 
Potosí, and Baja, with the majority 
of case reports coming out of Mexico 
City.
There have been between 1,300 
and 2,400 officially reported cases 
of swine flu in Mexico to date with 
around 159 officially reported 
deaths. A large percentage of these 
fatal cases were people between the 
ages of 20 and 40 years old.
If the reported cases and deaths 
are representative, the mortality rate 
of this virus could be as high as 7 to 
12 percent. It is unlikely that it really 
is that high since many mild cases 
may go unreported. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention have 
examined the virus. This swine flu 
strain is a type A (H1N1) influenza 
like the 1918 Spanish flu virus.
As of 1 p.m., April 29, The CDC 
have confirmed 91 cases of swine 
flu infection in the United States 
by genetic testing. At least several 
hundred more are highly suspected, 
especially in New York City. One of 
the tested U.S. cases has resulted in 
death, the death of a 23-month-old 
boy in Houston. Several patients 
have been hospitalized.
The CDC report genetically con-
firmed cases in Arizona, California, 
Indiana, Kansas, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, Nevada, New York City, 
Ohio and Texas. The majority of 
U.S. cases have been in New York 
City. There have been confirmed 
cases in Nova Scotia, Alberta, British 
Columbia and Ontario in Canada. 
There are confirmed cases in Spain, 
Scotland, New Zealand, Israel, 
Germany, Austria and South Korea.
There are suspected cases in 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Illinois, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Alabama, Missouri, Louisiana, Florida, 
Maine, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Montana, Oklahoma, 
Nebraska, Idaho, Hawaii, Quebec, 
Puerto Rico, the Dominican Republic, 
much of South America and Western 
Europe, Hong Kong, Singapore, South 
Korea, China and Australia.
A map can be found at the 
Web site http://tinyurl.com/swine-
map09/. April 29, the World Health 
Organization raised its pandemic 
threat level to Phase 5, meaning that 
a pandemic was beginning. Phase 6 
represents a pandemic in progress.
The CDC reports that the swine 
flu virus is susceptible to the anti-
viral drugs Tamiflu and Relenza, 
but that it is resistant to Symmetrel 
and Flumadine. That is fairly good 
news as long as the virus does not 
spontaneously mutate or acquire 
genetic material from another virus 
for resistance to Tamiflu, which is 
the major antiviral medication stock-
piled by the U.S. government.
However, antiviral treatment is 
only moderately effective against an 
already symptomatic infection, espe-
cially after more than two days of 
symptoms. It works much better as 
a prophylactic treatment for people 
who have been exposed but are not 
yet showing symptoms.
Though they will likely be used 
if there are urban epidemics, it is 
unlikely that antivirals will be very 
effective in containing this virus. 
The CDC is currently growing a seed 
stock of virus for a vaccine. However, 
it is unknown whether or not a vac-
cine can be effective against such 
a new virus. The CDC and World 
Health Organization say that it will 
take at least four to six months 
before any vaccine is available.
According to the CDC, those 
infected with swine flu are conta-
gious starting about one day before 
symptoms begin until about seven 
days after the onset of symptoms, 
unless symptoms last longer than 
seven days. Children may be conta-
gious for up to three weeks after the 
onset of symptoms.
Symptoms include cough, sore 
throat, runny nose, muscle aches 
and headaches. There are reports 
that a small percentage of people 
with this virus also experience vom-
iting and diarrhea. Again, severe 
cases develop potentially fatal pneu-
monia. The incubation period, the 
time between exposure and onset 
of symptoms, is between two and 
five days.
The best ways to reduce risk of 
infection are to constantly wash your 
hands well with soap, not touch your 
face, avoid close contact with people 
and crowds, and stay home if you get 
sick. Facemasks designed and sold 
as medical equipment, or labeled 
for use by doctors, may reduce the 
probability of transmission for both 
the sick and healthy alike. The CDC 
recommends a filtered respirator 
with an N95 or higher rating for bet-
ter protection.
There is no telling how far this 
swine flu will spread or how many 
people it will kill before it is done. 
This virus has some similarities 
to the 1918 Spanish flu, including 
genetic components and the season 
of its outbreak. However, this virus 
will get to ride on nonstop interna-
tional air services to hundreds of 
cities containing millions of people 
living in proximity to each other.
The effects of globalization and 
modern transit have made this a far 
different world than the one ravaged 
by the Spanish flu, and it is unlikely 
that either antiviral medications or 
vaccination programs will be highly 
effective in dealing with a similar 
virus today.
On the other hand, all viruses are 
self-limiting. It is quite possible that 
this one will mutate into a less viru-
lent or less deadly form, or simply 
die out altogether, as another swine 
flu virus did after an outbreak at 
Fort Dix, N.J. in 1976.
Students and faculty proficient 
in statistics might gather data on 
the infection and mortality trends of 
this virus and do a cross-correlative 
analysis between them and those of 
the 1918 Spanish Flu. The results 
would provide a better idea of what 
may be in store for us in the next 
year or so.
It would be prudent for the 
Lawrence University administration 
to consider purchasing a bulk sup-
ply of cloth masks rated for use in 
hospital settings to be passed out 
to students and staff, perhaps along 
with small bottles of hand sani-
tizer. If cases begin to occur in the 
Appleton area, the administration 
should also consider enforcing the 
use of such masks in interior public 
areas such as classrooms and hall-
ways, and even outdoor gatherings 
of more than several people. Good 
luck to everyone.
Nicholas Albertini
Staff  Writer
Swine flu epidemic Bochegova on Bakhtin
Natalya Nikolaevna Bochegova 
gave a talk titled “Bakhtin’s 
Philosophy of the Humanities” as 
part of the Main Hall Forum lecture 
series Monday, April 27. Bochegova 
is dean of the faculty of philology 
at Kurgan State University in Russia. 
Her lecture discussed Russian phi-
losopher and literary critic Mikhail 
Bakhtin and his contributions to 
20th-century literary theory in Russia 
and in the West.
Perhaps best known for his work 
with the novels of Fyodor Dostoevsky, 
Bakhtin published “Problems of 
Dostoevsky’s Poetics” shortly before 
his arrest in 1929. Like many of his 
Russian contemporaries in the 1920s 
and ‘30s, Bakhtin was sent into exile 
following his dubious arrest for 
political crimes. Accused of partici-
pating in the underground workings 
of the Russian Orthodox Church 
— an essentially illegal organization 
under Communist rule — Bakhtin 
was sent to serve time in remote 
Kazakhstan.
While in exile, Bochegova 
explained, Bakhtin continued to 
write and, in keeping with a Russian 
phenomenon that emerged under 
Stalin’s purges, managed to form 
a kind of scholarly network with 
other intellectuals in exile. During 
those six years, and following the 
amputation of his leg — after which 
Bakhtin’s productivity apparently 
improved significantly — he wrote 
the dissertation that would become 
“Rabelais and His World,” in which 
Bakhtin would introduce his idea of 
the “carnivalesque” in literature.
Focusing on a medieval festival 
called the Feast of Fools and the 
16th-century French writer François 
Rabelais, Bakhtin found a culture 
of laughter and parody that makes 
for what Bochegova called a “coded 
resistance” — parody that becomes 
something subversive within the 
context of literature.
In closing, Bochegova discussed 
the carnivalesque in relation to 
Bakhtin’s concept of literary dis-
course. She described Bakhtin’s use 
of the term “polyphony” to mean a 
continuous and changing relation-
ship between author, text and read-
er, which Bakhtin called “polyphony” 
because of the multiple and alternat-
ing voices in the “conversation” that 
is always taking place in literature.
Said Bochegova: “Literature is 
highly dependent on time and place,” 
yet it can transcend the context in 
which it is written, becoming “fuller 
and richer” to a different audience. 
Ideas like these were embraced by 
post-structuralists and by the French 
feminist movement some thirty years 
later in the 1970s, and they sound 
familiar now. Bakhtin’s legacy lives 
on in the annals of Russian literary 
history and in the papers of preten-
tious humanities students around 
the world.
rachel russell
for The Lawrentian
Julia Serano, the innovative 
trans-feminist activist, biologist 
and author of “Whipping Girl: A 
Transsexual Woman on Sexism and 
the Scapegoating of Femininity,” 
presented a lecture Friday, April 
24 titled, “Trans-Feminism: A 
Performance and Discussions.” The 
lecture was sponsored by GLOW, 
and offered a trans-feminist critique 
on the socialization of gender and 
sexuality.
Serano holds a doctorate in bio-
chemistry and molecular biophysics 
from Columbia University and is cur-
rently a researcher at UC-Berkeley in 
the field of evolutionary and devel-
opmental biology. When Serano is 
not involved in academia, she is 
a voice against trans-discrimina-
tion and a revolutionary theorist, 
who exposes the intersecting forces 
responsible for trans-phobia.
As a male-to-female trans-
woman, Julia Serano offers a unique 
and transcendent perspective to 
the woman question. As a self-pro-
claimed “double agent,” Julia Serano 
has experienced male privilege as 
well as the institutionalized oppres-
sion of women.
Serano spent a significant por-
tion of the lecture defining terms, 
challenging preconceived assump-
tions regarding gender and sexual-
ity. As a spoken word artist, Serano 
understands the power in words; as 
a result, Serano and others in the 
trans community have embraced the 
use of the words “cissexual” and 
“cisgender,” which are synonymous 
with “nontransexual” and “nontrans-
gender.” 
According to Serano, these words 
serve an alternative to the assump-
tion that transsexual identities and 
sexual embodiments are less natural 
and legitimate than cissexual ones.
In Serano’s view, feminism is 
not a monolithic entity. As such, 
she believes the inclusion of diver-
gent perspectives, especially the 
trans-feminist perspective, into 
mainstream feminist ideology is an 
important prerequisite to putting 
an end to sexism and heterosexism, 
which marginalizes and oppresses 
those who do not fit into the institu-
tionalized form of sexuality.
Similar to the feminist perspec-
tive of many women of color, trans-
feminism stresses the importance 
of intersecting oppressions, whether 
they are misogyny, classism, rac-
ism or trans-phobia. According to 
Serano, until this occurs, there can-
not be progress toward deflating a 
social perspective that places femi-
ninity inferior to masculinity.
Serano argued that trans-misog-
yny, sexism that specifically targets 
people on the male-to-female spec-
trum, testifies to the negative conno-
tations of femininity in our society. 
According to this view, trans-men 
are assumed to transition to gain 
male privilege, while trans-women 
are assumed to transition for per-
verted sexual reasons.
Serano believes this view is legit-
imized by the societal view that 
sexuality revolves around the penis; 
consequently, the thought of man 
wanting a vagina 
is unfathomable 
in our phallic-
obsessed cul-
ture.
Serano ended 
her presenta-
tion with three 
powerful spo-
ken-word per-
formances. The 
first, “Ophelia 
R e v i s i t e d , ” 
addressed the 
f e t i s h i z a t i o n 
of trans people 
who undergo 
sexual reassign-
ment surgery, 
as well as the 
pathologization 
of the vagina.
“Submissive Streak” was the 
second performance. In this very 
dark piece, Serano shared her self-
loathing rape fantasies and previ-
ous perceptions based on the idea 
that being a woman is contingent 
on being a victim of male sexual 
oppression.
Her last piece challenged the 
feminist scholarly notion that gen-
der is a social construction, seeming 
to argue that it is easy for non-trans 
people to fictionalize gender when 
they are the ones with the privilege.
Julia Serano addresses trans-feminism
Alex Ajayi
Staff  Writer
Photo by Jami Lin
“Bakhtin found a cul-
ture of laughter and 
parody that makes 
for what Bochegova 
called a “coded resis-
tance” — parody that 
becomes something 
subversive within the 
context of literature.”
“A neighborhood of make 
believe. Like in Mr. Rogers.”
— D.J. Brengle
“The Nickel.”
— Aneesh Chauhan
“The Class of 2009.”
— Claire Gannon
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 “If you could 
add one
feature to the 
new campus 
center, what 
would it be?”
Photo poll by Sarah Page
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Dear ECW,
I feel like my hormones are out 
of control lately. Every guy I see in a 
pair of shorts sends me into fits. Last 
weekend at Peace and Harmony, I 
nearly grope-raped someone dressed 
in sparkly spandex and a vest against 
the Sig Ep basement wall. How can 
I control my springtime urges? It 
is starting to become embarrassing, 
and I am afraid that I might be get-
ting too old to act so impulsively.
Horn Dog 
Dear Horn Dog,
No need. Springtime brings out 
the best in all of us, especially here 
at Lawrence, when we are recover-
ing from a long, harsh winter. You 
are not the only one feeling those 
urges, so it’s definitely acceptable to 
act on them, especially as a senior. 
Two months from now, no one will 
remember your behavior at the Peace 
and Harmony party, and if they do, it 
will become the stuff of legends.
 The themes of Lawrence’s spring 
parties — mainly Peace and Harmony, 
Not Exactly Naked, and really any 
Delt party — are practically begging 
partygoers to take their clothes off 
and get to know each other better, 
and serve as a breeding ground for 
pre-sexual activity.
At these parties you will observe 
some of the finest behavior on the 
Lawrence campus, and that’s noth-
ing to be ashamed of, especially if 
you are dressed as a naughty nurse. 
So please, do not hesitate to act on 
all your impulses throughout spring 
term, and keep in mind that as you 
are grope-raping someone against 
the SigEp wall, it is probably hap-
pening in at least eight other places 
throughout the SigEp house alone.
Soon, this blissful time of care-
free experimentation will be over, 
and it won’t be acceptable to behave 
this way in business casual at a 
corporate event, so act on those 
urges now. All of them. The entire 
Lawrence campus will appreciate it.
Just 
Give Up. 
Lawrence Love  with 
erin Campbell Watson
Spring Fever
Lawrence University doesn’t 
suck. In fact, I would argue that the 
average student at LU is smarter 
than the average student in any 
other college in Wisconsin. True, one 
could argue that UW-Madison has 
more of a reputation nationwide, 
but that school also has a problem 
with letting in complete morons as 
long as they’ll boost their football 
team. I’m not sure if I’ve mentioned 
this before, but there is a direct 
correlation between the mediocrity 
of a college’s football team and the 
strength of its academics, and the 
Vikes have never been good.
Be that as it may, there are still 
programs and institutions that are 
an integral part of the Lawrence 
Experience which, well, kind of 
suck. None of these things suck to 
a degree that I’d ever unlazy myself 
enough to do something about it. 
But it is still palpable enough that it 
bears mentioning, even if it’s in the 
form of a list featuring a few glib 
remarks about each item. Here is the 
aforementioned list:
Diversity requirements — In any 
literature published by a college’s 
admissions office, the word “diver-
sity” will come up at some point and 
be discussed in the most general-
ized, generic way possible. I like to 
think of the diversity requirements 
as an extension of that. 
The only thing a physics major 
will gain from taking urban anthro-
pology and world prehistory in 
London, for example, will be two “S” 
listed on his/her academic record, 
the ability to graduate, and perhaps 
a hint of resentment. No reasonable 
person could argue that taking two 
mandatory classes that the professor 
was kind enough to register as pro-
moting diversity will actually gain 
any real degree of cultural under-
standing. Such a nebulous require-
ment does nothing; hence, it kind 
of sucks.
Björklunden — I don’t under-
stand why we can’t have the same 
incredible food at Downer that they 
do in Björklunden. Couldn’t they 
simply switch chefs? If such a thing 
were possible, then it would entirely 
eliminate the temptation to go to 
Björklunden and submit myself to 
two-and-a-half days of tedium and 
chores. 
Yes, it’s free as long as you’re 
paying $40,000-plus a year in tuition, 
but it always makes me want to kick 
a nun in the groin when one first 
arrives in Björklunden and is told by 
that jolly ginger-haired guy that we 
will all have an “opportunity” to give 
back by performing some manner 
of chore. 
We don’t go to Björklunden to be 
guilted into scrubbing the bathroom. 
We go to Björklunden to binge drink 
and smoke pot by the campfire. 
Admittedly, the concept of “oppor-
tunities” may only be irritating to me 
and my infinite supply of lazy, but I 
still think there are enough grounds 
to deem Björklunden as kind of 
sucking.
Student video competitions — 
It’s nigh impossible to make a pro-
motional video that doesn’t kind of 
suck. Last year’s “Light! More Light!” 
proved that the only way to make 
such videos even blander than they 
already are is to have students pro-
duce them. Did anybody see the fruit 
of this contest? Each entry was a 
harrowing hodgepodge of high-con-
cept failures and techno music, none 
of which conveyed any discernibly 
useful information about Lawrence 
itself, which is why the competition 
kind of sucks.
Environmental organizations 
and columns that don’t explicitly 
endorse veganism — I have a friend 
who is extremely passionate about 
environmentalism. I’ve literally seen 
him throw a fit at me and my friends 
for wasting Downer napkins, but 
because I happen to be a vegetarian, 
I ironically have a carbon footprint 
that is probably significantly smaller 
than his. 
Switching from an omnivorous 
to a vegan diet reduces one’s carbon 
emissions by 1.5 tons per year. By 
comparison, going from a regular 
car to a Prius reduces one’s car-
bon emissions by roughly one ton 
per year (check it out, I even have 
a source: http://www.newscientist.
com/article/mg18825304.800-its-
better-to-green-your-diet-than-your-
car.html/). So, congratulations if 
you’re a vegan or vegetarian, because 
you’re probably a better person than 
the meat-eating environmentalist 
yelling at you for keeping your lights 
on. Those are the people who kind 
of suck.
Compostmodernist: The awards edition
Dieter huneryager
Columnist
According to New York’s Beverage 
Marketing Corporation, a leading 
research and consulting firm in the 
global beverage industry, 8.7 billion 
gallons of bottled water were sold 
in the U.S. in 2008. That’s more than 
juice, sports drinks, energy drinks, 
tea and coffee combined.
At this rate of consumption, 
Lawrence’s 1,466 students could fill 
an entire floor of Main Hall with 
about 10 inches of bottled water 
every year. If we then disposed of 
the 271,000 bottles in which the 
water would be packaged, we would 
create a floating mass of plastic 21 
inches high across the whole surface 
of our new Main Hall lake. Lastly, 
about 10,600 gallons of oil would be 
required to produce the bottles and 
to ship them to us, adding 2.5 inches 
of oil to the lake.
Since we don’t have to trudge 
through three feet of trash in Main 
Hall every year — or witness the 
disposal process of any of our trash 
for that matter — we often forget 
the many impacts of our consump-
tion habits. And, of course, the vast 
majority of trash created has noth-
ing to do with bottled water.
Last Saturday, at Greenfire’s 
Earth Day celebration, a bottled 
water versus tap water taste test 
was put together by the student 
organization. Of the 43 participants, 
27 identified the two water types 
correctly, and 16 identified them 
incorrectly. Only 11 people preferred 
the taste of the bottled water when 
asked before they knew the identi-
ties of the samples. While this was 
by no means an exhaustive study, it 
served as an effective consciousness-
raiser for its participants.
The Natural Resources Defense 
Council recently found that about a 
quarter of all bottled water sold in 
the U.S. is in fact purified munici-
pal water (i.e., tap water). Aquafina, 
Pepsi’s bottled water brand, and 
Dasani, Coke’s brand, are the two 
leading bottled water lines in the 
country, and both are packaged tap 
water.
Shortly after Coca-Cola launched 
Dasani in the U.K. in 2004, they 
recalled 500,000 bottles and pulled 
the brand from the country. Coca-
Cola had been treating, then bottling 
tap water from southeast London 
and marketing it as “pure,” when in 
fact their treatment process created 
bromate within the water, a possible 
carcinogen.
Back in the U.S., regulation of bot-
tled water is a huge problem. While 
the EPA monitors tap water very 
closely, they are not permitted to 
regulate the bottled water industry, 
and the FDA rarely inspects brands 
adequately. Some plants go 10 years 
without inspection. Meanwhile, tap 
water costs less than one cent per 
gallon and bottled water costs $8 or 
more per gallon. Consumers are not 
paying for quality, they are paying 
for packaging (oil), advertisements 
and CEO bonuses.
Discarded plastic accounts for 
approximately 90 percent of trash in 
the Pacific Ocean. Over 80 percent of 
used water bottles are thrown away, 
even though they are recyclable. 
Much of the plastic that is recycled 
is shipped oversees to plants staffed 
by underpaid workers for process-
ing, using more fossil fuels and 
contributing to the economic plight 
of many nations.
U.S. and European corporations 
are buying up water in developing 
countries and selling it back to peo-
ple who live on less than $2.50 per 
day — over half of the world popula-
tion lives on this sum. Corporations 
like Coca-Cola, PepsiCo, and Nestle 
are turning water into the new oil.
There is, of course, an essen-
tial difference: Oil is not required 
for human survival; it is replaceable 
by new methods and technologies. 
But, as physicist and ecofeminist 
Vandana Shiva puts it, “When it 
comes to water and peoples’ right to 
water, we have one common human-
ity and one common survival. There 
is no substitute for clean fresh water 
and local environments of rivers, 
streams and ground water. There is 
no substitute; there is no alternative. 
And that’s why water must be pro-
tected everywhere.”
According to the U.N., it would 
require an additional $30 billion 
per year to provide safe drinking 
water for everyone on the planet. Yet 
worldwide, we spend $100 billion on 
bottled water annually.
Water must not turn into the new oil
Patrick Miner
Columnist
Specter,
My jaw
actually dropped.
“At this rate of consump-
tion, Lawrence’s 1,466 
students could fill an 
entire floor of Main Hall 
with about 10 inches of 
bottled water every year. 
If we then disposed of 
the 271,000 bottles in 
which the water would 
be packaged, we would 
create a floating mass 
of plastic 21 inches high 
across the whole sur-
face of our new Main 
Hall lake.”
When Annie Leonard, creator of 
the short Internet video “The Story 
of Stuff,” spoke on campus last week, 
she raised a number of issues per-
taining to how the workings of our 
materialist system encourage us to 
buy too much stuff. This has result-
ed in the depletion of our natural 
resources and the present ecological 
peril of our planet.
However, she also brought up 
the deterioration of community and 
of the meaningful relationships that 
often accompanies overconsump-
tion. As we work more and more to 
be able to buy more and more stuff, 
we also have less and less time for 
our friends and family — the kinds 
of interactions that make us happier, 
healthier human beings.
I had the opportunity to have 
dinner with Leonard following her 
Tuesday evening lecture, and we 
discussed ways of combating this 
decline of community. She was able 
to expand on something she had 
only mentioned earlier in the day: 
the idea of cohousing. “Cohousing” 
is a number of individuals coming 
together with the intent of creating 
a more fulfilling community based 
on sharing and cooperation. Leonard 
herself lives in a cohousing neigh-
borhood in Berkeley, Calif. Her own 
version of cohousing consists of six 
of her best friends living on a com-
mon block, sharing a single, large 
backyard as well as everything else 
from gardening tools to a scanner to 
a solar-powered vehicle.
The cohousing movement is sim-
ilar in concept to the cooperative, or 
co-op, movement. In cohousing, how-
ever, individual families have their 
own house, usually fairly small, and 
a number of family units, ranging 
from two to 30 or more, share a com-
mon space that generally includes a 
large kitchen and large open outdoor 
area, and sometimes a kids room, 
fitness facilities, or other shared 
spaces. Individual families in cohous-
ing communities still mostly main-
tain individual household finances, 
though they may pay a membership 
fee to fund upkeep of shared spaces 
and amenities.
Cohousing communities can vary 
immensely in the extent of com-
munal space and shared amenities 
(e.g. lawnmowers, computers, cars, 
etc.). Members may come together 
weekly for dinners, share a commu-
nity garden, or be more autonomous, 
sharing only lawnmowers and snow 
blowers.
Some cohousing communities 
are geared towards retirees or fami-
lies, or towards those of a particular 
faith or sexual orientation, but more 
commonly, cohousing communities 
will accept all types of individuals, 
recognizing that a variety of types of 
people are what make a community 
dynamic and fulfilling.
Cohousing residents, accord-
ing to the Cohousing Association 
of the United States, are “conscious-
ly committed to living as a com-
munity.” The Association lists six 
necessary characteristics that dis-
tinguish cohousing from any other 
type of community living. They are: 
participatory process, neighborhood 
design, common facilities, resident 
management, non-hierarchical struc-
ture and decision-making and no 
shared community economy.
Essentially, cohousing seeks 
to develop the kind of neighbor-
hoods and communities that were 
quite common in the rural areas 
throughout history. Individuals with-
in communities used to know their 
neighbors quite well and were able 
to rely on them for help when in 
need. Neighborhoods used to be kid-
friendly, with plenty of open spaces 
for play. Communities used to share 
gardening space and produce, and 
have neighborhood block parties and 
dinners. The cohousing movement 
seeks to regain this sense of com-
munity.
For me, cohousing is the mani-
festation of the kind of neighbor-
hood that any relationship-conscious, 
first-time homeowner looks for. But 
in addition to providing the kind of 
social relationships that make life 
worthwhile, cohousing also puts less 
of a strain on our earth.
Smaller individual housing units 
that share things such as lawnmow-
ers, fax machines and hot tubs mean 
less resources extracted from the 
earth that so we each can have our 
own things.
Having more open natural spaces 
around our neighborhoods means 
more opportunities to get in touch 
with the world around us. And stud-
ies have shown that people who have 
more opportunities to be in nature 
of some sort have not only a higher 
awareness of the natural world and 
their impact on it — a sort of ecologi-
cal literacy — but also have a happier 
and healthier outlook than people 
without access to nature.
If cohousing can result in both 
a greater sense of community and 
higher quality relationships as well 
as community members who are 
more ecologically aware, I think it 
can be a powerful means of helping 
change the way we treat our planet, 
and a part of the necessary paradigm 
shift that will enable us to solve our 
ecological crises.
Sources: Annie Leonard’s April 
21 lecture at Lawrence University, 
The Cohousing Association of the 
United States Web site http://www.
cohousing.org/, Richard Louv’s “The 
Last Child in the Woods”
Jess Vogt
Columnist
The opinions expressed in 
these editorials are those 
of  the students, faculty 
and community members 
who submitted them. All 
facts are as provided by the 
authors. The Lawrentian does 
not endorse any opinions 
piece except for the staff  
editorial, which represents 
a majority of  the editorial 
board. The Lawrentian wel-
comes everyone to submit 
their own opinions using the 
parameters outlined in the 
masthead.
“A pool full of chocolate.”
— Arielle Steinberg
“A bowling alley.”
— Georgi Petrov
“Stock Market Trading 
System.”
— Hue Zhao
“Nice outdoor seating with 
plants.”
— Audrey Goodman
When I’m bored in class, there 
are two things I daydream about 
1) Hilarious on-campus wrestling 
matches (Kyu-po versus Steve the 
Con Janitor) 2) What I would do as 
a Lawrence Professor. The second 
option tends to keep me a little more 
distracted and allows for numerous 
variations.
Sometimes I teach something 
real like "History of Theater" or "The 
English Novel," but most of the time 
I teach what I know — YouTube, 
cheeseburgers and vodka.
There are a few constants in my 
imaginary associate professorship: 
grades are based solely on who can 
make me laugh or brings the best 
cookies, I get paid enough to dress 
like Michelle Obama, and instead of 
publishing, I just show up on “Best 
Week Ever” or “The Soup” every 
once and a while and call it a day. 
No slacks, no references to “Sand 
County Almanac,” and absolutely no 
Moodle. Guest lecturers will include 
Steve Buscemi, Steve Harvey, Steve-
the-guy-who-invented-all-the-Apple-
stuff, Stephen Colbert and my father 
Stephen “Too Tall” Taylor.
Bertrand Goldgar and I eat lunch 
together every day in the grill, and I 
constantly wow him by my dry wit 
and satirical eye and he calls me a 
modern day Jonathan Swift. I laugh 
quietly and tell him he is too kind, 
but I secretly know that it is true. 
We dedicate 10 minutes out of our 
schedules every day to sitting in the 
Main Hall first floor office tripping 
over-serious professors like Dave 
Owens and Peter Raccuglia on their 
way to pick up their mail.
Assistant Professor J.B Sivanich 
and I stand around and act like we 
don’t want tenure because we take 
comfort in knowing that we could 
pick up and move to any other non-
serious (read: liberal arts) institution 
like Bates or St. Johns or whatever, 
whenever we wanted to, but he gets 
insanely jealous when I become ten-
ure-track and he doesn’t and moves 
to a state school where people mock 
his pants and don’t understand his 
beard.
Every spring term, I teach out-
side, and when it rains we just 
sit around and complain. In fact, I 
spend most of my academic year 
like most teachers do their summers 
— student-free, well-traveled, doing 
“research.” I will whole-heartedly 
support such campus activities as 
senior streak and those 50-cent cans 
deals in the VR, and I will never hold 
class April 20. Read my lips: “No 
class on 4/20.”
Given my obscene amount of 
professor crushes, it is only fair that 
I become Lawrence’s newest female 
faculty heartthrob. Move over Rosa. 
Students will be lining up to 
take “YouTube 404: Self Satisfaction 
Through the Mockery of Others” 
and “Vodka Tutorial” - prerequisite: 
jocks and cute boys only.” All of this 
will be done in the hopes of work-
ing my way up through the ranks to 
become president of our fine institu-
tion. My first act as president, you 
wonder ...
  Housing will now be decided 
through hilarious wrestling matches. 
Get ready.
Nora taylor
Columnist
If I were a Lawrence professor...
ThE LAWrENTiAN
FrIDAY, MAY 1, 2009 oPINIoNs & eDItorIALs 7
STAFF EDITORIAL
Throughout the past few years, the Lawrence community has increasingly made open communi-
cation between the administration, faculty and students a priority. Although this year has not been 
without incident, the campus seems to be taking steps forward in the communication process. We 
would like to commend those responsible for the positive change and encourage continued improve-
ment.
For instance, the administration’s response to the hate speech incident first term was quick and 
bold. Administrators informed the student body of their stance against the hate speech and quickly 
took steps to prevent further incidents. This is a great improvement from the lack of a administrator 
response following the Viking Conservative’s papering of the GLOW house two years ago. Instead of 
leaving the matters to be only dealt with by the parties directly involved, the administration wisely 
acknowledged that this was a problem that concerned the whole campus and rightly treated it as 
such.
Communication has also been good on the side of the students who recently spoke up against 
potential cuts to the office of multicultural affairs. These concerns were heeded by the administra-
tion, as is evident in this issue’s story “Dean of multicultural affairs position continues in full capac-
ity,” appearing on Page 1. This exchange between the students and the administration has been one 
of the biggest signifiers of an improving, healthy relationship.
We hope that both students and the administration continue this proactive and responsive 
relationship that has been characteristic of their dealings so far this year. Communication requires 
dialogue between both parties, and we are glad to see steps taken on both sides to a better working 
relationship. 
The Green Scene: 
The cohousing movement
Registration
process:
Why?  Why?
Tuesday classes 
after Girl Talk:
Sorry about that.
Housing selection:
H-I-E-T-T?
ThE LAWrENTiAN
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As a drama, “The Soloist” strays 
from the usual repertoire with which 
I typically satisfy my movie-going 
habits. I am typically in the mood 
for a comedy: pure frivolous fun 
that provides an escape from life’s 
complications. In contrast, dramas 
are typically heavier, more provoca-
tive and require audiences to think. 
Who wants that? Not to sound too 
existential, but “The Soloist” proved 
to be quite contemplative.
Steve Lopez, played by Robert 
Downey Jr., is a newspaper columnist 
immersed in finding his next lead. 
He has a one-track mind and peri-
odically narrates his experiences as 
if dictating possible starts to articles. 
This internal dialogue mirrors the 
corporate world that he represents: 
Individuals are solely concerned with 
selling themselves and their ideas to 
normal society.
In searching for a new story, 
Lopez meets garrulous street musi-
cian Nathaniel Ayers, played by Jamie 
Foxx. Whereas Lopez represents the 
ethic of “business as usual” and 
other norms, Ayers is an aberration: 
an obviously gifted musician, previ-
ously enrolled in Julliard, and now 
on the streets. He is a deviation from 
the paradigm that gifted people are 
successful. Much of the film’s inten-
sity is derived from the interplay 
between ideas of what is normal and 
deviations thereof.
Downey and Foxx are unrivaled 
in their impressively complex per-
formances. I was most impressed by 
the scene in which Ayers reunites 
with the cello. As he plays, the music 
consumes him. It provides peace for 
him — a sense of centering, of know-
ing that this is where he is supposed 
to be and this is what he is supposed 
to be doing. All at once, Foxx conveys 
a sense of peace and happiness, but 
also a sense of sadness and longing. 
He conveys this breadth of emotion 
simply via movements and facial 
expressions.
Downey, along with the audi-
ence, responds to this performance 
with awe. It is impressive that this 
homeless street musician can whip 
off a Beethoven sonata on a walkway, 
near heavy traffic, after not hav-
ing touched a cello for a few years. 
But besides this initial awe, Downey 
alludes to other emotions, namely 
profound emptiness and feelings 
akin to jealousy of this musician 
who is so thoroughly content. As 
Lopez later comments, “I’ve never 
loved anything as much as he loves 
music.”
Another impressive aspect of the 
film is its strategic use of images. 
The film strategically contextualizes 
the story by using images of city life 
and business as transitions between 
scenes — an office overflowing 
with files and stacks of paperwork, 
expanses of highway and parking 
lots packed with cars, neighborhoods 
filled with houses of the same size 
and color and all having a swimming 
pool in the rear.
These images collectively rep-
resent the façade of what is nor-
mal. Everything has its place and 
everyone has his or her role to play. 
Everything is business as usual. This 
is the world in which Lopez operates 
and in which he subsequently discov-
ers emptiness without passion such 
as he finds in Nathaniel.
Perhaps this is not the lightheart-
ed romp that you might look for on 
a whim to relax. However, if you can 
stand contemplating while watching 
a movie, this one is worth screening. 
If you do choose to watch, I promise 
a beautiful sampling of cello is in 
your future.
The Lawrence musical theater 
department’s performance of “When 
the War is Done” this weekend was 
fantastic. The show was a moving 
work centered on a character named 
Louise, played by Katie Hawkinson.
Louise is an 18-year-old orphan 
who was raised by her older broth-
er, Fanfan, after their parents died. 
Fanfan, played by Brian Acker, is 
very overprotective, and Louise feels 
trapped by stereotypical female 
expectations. She wants adventure 
and a taste of life outside her small 
hometown of Saint Dizier.
The show takes place in France in 
late 1942, and this setting provides 
the perfect opportunity for Louise to 
find that adventure: The Nazis have 
invaded France and the French resis-
tance is working overtime to defeat 
them and sabotage their efforts to 
transport weaponry.
Luckily enough, the weapons 
that the Germans need are trans-
ported right through Saint Dizier 
by train, and Louise just happens to 
work for the railroad as a file clerk. 
The ever-persuasive Nora, played by 
Emily Shankman, convinces Fanfan 
to allow Louise to help the resis-
tance, just once.
Louise gets the chance to escape 
Saint Dizier and travels to Paris 
for a day, where she meets and 
falls in love with a handsome young 
man named Etienne, played by Mike 
Axtell. From there, the story moves 
forward through several interesting 
plot twists, side stories and some 
brief moments of humor.
As the resistance begins to rely 
more and more on Louise’s infor-
mation, the story becomes more 
complicated as relationships are 
strained, friendships tested and loy-
alties examined. The story culmi-
nates in chaos and betrayal — love 
lost, families broken.
The individual focus of the play 
on the effects of the war on a micro-
cosm of specific characters perfectly 
foils the disarray and pain expe-
rienced not only by the nation of 
France, but also by the world at 
large. The play shows the audience 
these events and people through 
a focused microscope that, when 
zoomed out, reflects upon the big-
ger picture, just as a fractal’s smaller 
parts are mirror images of the whole. 
Contributing to the themes of the 
play is the show’s music, which also 
provides a means through which to 
express the emotion of the show.
The actors in the show did a 
fine job portraying these events; the 
pain and suffering experienced by 
the small town was evident in their 
performance. While I was not always 
completely convinced by some of the 
intended emotional expressions, on 
the whole the overall gravity of the 
situation was precisely conveyed. 
Though most of the acting was 
wonderful, I feel compelled to espe-
cially praise Cara Wantland’s por-
trayal of Nini, Emily Shankman’s 
depiction of the traitorous Nora, 
and Mike Axtell’s interpretation 
of Etienne. For me, these charac-
ters evoke the greatest emotional 
response not only due to their writ-
ten parts, but because these actors 
were so deeply entrenched in their 
personas.
Wantland’s depiction of Nini’s 
embarrassment of her son and nos-
talgia for a previous life and lost 
opportunities was chillingly accu-
rate. Emily Shankman illustrated 
Nora’s guilt over her betrayal while 
simultaneously allowing her fear and 
pain to emanate, thus wrapping the 
audience in her situation and forcing 
the audience members to wonder 
what they would do given a similar 
test. Last but not least, Etienne’s 
longing for acceptance by his moth-
er, his love for Louise and his utter 
will to fight for the right thing were 
so righteously delivered that I con-
stantly found myself wondering how 
one person could be so strong, given 
circumstances such as his.
These performances, in addition 
to those of the rest of the cast, pro-
vided a musically sound foundation 
for the emotive force of the show.
The performance was quite 
sobering — it forced the audience 
to realize the pain of the war, ques-
tion reactions to it and brood over 
the availability of that resource we 
Americans so flippantly take for 
granted: freedom.
“When the War is Done” is sobering success
Elaine at the  
movies:
“The Soloist”
Kristi ruff
Staff  Writer
Despite our love of the classics 
— i.e., dead white European dudes 
— taught in these illustrious halls, 
plenty of noteworthy artists oper-
ate outside of the Lawrence bubble 
today. In this column, we’ll cover 
those Midwestern artists — writers, 
sculptors, photographers, filmmak-
ers, actors, etc. — and discuss how 
they’re changing the modern creative 
landscape.
You can tell that Madison writ-
er Dwight Allen ‘74 was once a 
Lawrentian. If it’s not his self-effac-
ing attitude — he wrote for The New 
Yorker for 10 years, but only for the 
Night Life section — or his self-con-
scious success — he attended the 
prestigious Iowa Writer’s Workshop, 
but was uncomfortable the whole 
time — it’s evident in his footwear.
One April afternoon, Allen vis-
ited a creative writing class wear-
ing thick socks under Birkenstock 
sandals, the footwear of choice of 
many the aspiring Lawrence artist. 
But unlike the hipsters on the Main 
Hall green, Allen has the credentials 
to back up the shoes.
Allen was born in Louisville, Ky. 
and transferred to Lawrence after a 
year at DePauw University in Indiana. 
Here, he read constantly and studied 
English with Professor Bert Goldgar 
and creative writing with Professor 
Mark Dintenfass. “I loved Lawrence,” 
said Allen. “I was mostly quite happy 
here.” Following graduation, he stud-
ied in Iowa City and worked in New 
York.
Allen began writing fiction in 
earnest while at Lawrence but was 
plagued by self-doubt. “I was belea-
guered by self-consciousness,” Allen 
said. “I couldn’t bring myself to write 
a bad sentence because I thought I 
knew what a good sentence looked 
like, so as a result I hardly wrote 
anything.”
His shaky forays into fiction writ-
ing continued throughout his stint 
at The New Yorker. Eventually, he 
decided that he would invest himself 
completely in writing fiction. At the 
time, Allen said he thought, “I’m 
almost 40 years old — I better do 
what I want to do.”
His commitment paid off. In 
2000, at 49, Allen’s first short story 
collection, “The Green Suit,” was 
published. He has since published 
two novels, “Judge” in 2003, and 
“The Typewriter Satyr” this year.
In terms of his process, Allen 
tries to adhere to Dintenfass’ mantra 
“Writers write.” A self-admitted slow 
writer, Allen works on his computer 
in the mornings until about 1 p.m. “I 
had to learn to sit at my desk every 
day and grind it out.” His decision 
not to outline his pieces often takes 
him on a meandering path through 
the story, but he’s learned to take 
pleasure in the journey.
“The Green Suit” is a collection of 
connected short stories spanning the 
life of Peter Sackrider, a Southerner 
who grows older and arguably wiser 
in the landscapes of Kentucky, New 
York and Wisconsin. Tackling top-
ics like Sackrider’s discomfort with 
his bisexuality and his tense rela-
tionship with a vaguely menacing 
neighbor, Allen, with his lyrically 
understated writing style, creates a 
bravely uncommon collection.
Just as in his novels, Wisconsin 
plays a role in “The Green Suit.” 
During a class debate about whether 
the bar in a Wisconsin-based short 
story is the Bar on the Avenue or 
Cleo’s, Allen reminded us that it’s 
often hard for writers to calculate 
where fact stops and fiction begins. 
He said writers “always use raw 
material from life.”
To aspiring writers and artists, 
Allen said one’s inspiration and drive 
must come from within. “Polonius 
was a windbag, but I don’t think 
he was wrong when he said, how-
ever dull and tattered it might sound 
now, ‘to thine ownself be true,’” said 
Allen. “Take the risk of being an 
individual. Work hard at what you 
know.” 
Allen is currently working on 
a short story collection tentative-
ly titled “Among the Animals.” He 
resides in Madison.
Progress on the Prairie: Dwight Allen
Alicia Bones
News Editor
elaine Blum
Staff  Writer
10 College Avenue, suite 112A
City Center Plaza
www.kindredspiritsorganics.com
Local products — Organic food — Flowers
Fair trade chocolates and teas
Free classes — check out our website!
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Movies
Friday, May 1
“X-Men Origins: Wolverine”
“Ghosts of Girlfriends Past”
“Battle for Terra”
“Home”
DVD
Tuesday, May 5
“The Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button”
“Just Another Love Story”
“Wendy and Lucy”
“Last Chance Harvey”
Music
Tuesday, May 5
St Vincent 
“Actor”
Conor Oberst
 “Outer South”
Akron/Family
“Set ‘Em Wild, Set ‘Em Free”
Coming to 
your senses
The day has finally come. After 
months of speculation, false starts 
— Third Eye Blind — and argu-
ments, the Big Event of 2009 is 
upon us. Gregg Gillis, better known 
as Girl Talk, will be performing in 
the rec. center Monday, May 4. Oh 
yeah, and Reel Big Fish is playing.
Now, we all know that this event 
has been one of the most hotly con-
tested of the year. However passion-
ate students are about convocations 
and biology lectures, nothing else 
matches the kind of conversation 
and intrigue sparked by the selec-
tion of this year’s Big Event.
After the initial choice of Third 
Eye Blind was made public, many 
were outraged that all of this money 
was going to a band that we had 
left behind with the rest of middle 
school. Thankfully, the final selec-
tion ended up being a much more 
modern, currently relevant choice. 
Oh yeah, and Reel Big Fish.
First let us talk about Reel Big 
Fish. It is easy to laugh them off as 
a novelty act. But when you think 
about it, they are a pretty solid 
choice for an opening band. What 
do we want in an opening act? We 
want something that will pump up 
the crowd and get them in the right 
mood for the dance party that will 
be the headlining event.
Being an opening act is a tough 
gig: The crowd does not care who 
you are; they just want you to stop 
playing so they can see the headlin-
er. They are not prepared to invest 
a lot of attention or thought into 
you. With this in mind, I feel like 
Reel Big Fish will be a great opener: 
they have undeniably catchy songs 
which do not take much investment 
to enjoy, they can be paid atten-
tion to as much or as little as you 
would like, and they will definitely 
increase the energy level of the 
room. Hell, this band was in the 
movie “BASEketball.”
Now we move on to the main 
event: Girl Talk. If there ever was 
an act that was difficult to explain 
to someone who had never heard 
of it, it was Girl Talk. If you have 
not tried explaining to an older 
relative what Gillis does or why it 
is considered “original,” you should 
give it a shot — it is an interesting 
challenge.
Here’s what I usually say: He’s 
a one-man band who uses a lap-
top to mix together samples from 
hundreds of songs to create never-
before-heard combinations of music 
and vocals, like putting Elton John’s 
“Tiny Dancer” over The Notorious 
B.I.G.’s “Juicy.” The live shows oper-
ate on a sense of shared memory, as 
the audience collectively recognizes 
the samples and relives the past 
together, while enjoying the dance 
party that is Girl Talk.
The main thing to know for 
the Big Event is this: You have got 
to move, people. This is not Edgar 
Meyer. There is a reason this is 
not being held in the chapel or in 
Stansbury: Seats would do more 
harm than good. You do not sit and 
watch Girl Talk, pondering over the 
ramifications of his musical appro-
priations and quotations as pertain-
ing to 20th-century tonal music.
To me, Girl Talk is not music to 
be thought about, it is music to be 
enjoyed in the moment. Sure, you 
can pore over the songs and point 
out every song that is being sam-
pled, as many people have already 
done on Wikipedia. But when you 
are actually at a Girl Talk show, you 
have just got to treat it as a party 
and have a good time.
One puzzling move by the Big 
Event Committee was the “dance-
off” that occurred this past week, 
determining who would be allowed 
on stage during Girl Talk. One of 
the signature aspects of a Girl Talk 
show is that Gillis is surrounded 
on stage by audience members, 
swarming all around him while he 
does his work.
Usually this happens naturally, 
with people rotating on and off the 
stage, giving everyone a chance to 
get up close. But now it seems that 
you will have to be prescreened to 
be allowed on stage. I am hesitant 
to pass judgment on this before I 
see how it works out in reality, but 
it does not seem like the best idea. 
I certainly do not want to be watch-
ing the same people up on stage 
the entire night, let alone not be 
allowed to go on stage.
In conclusion, I hope that this 
is not being too preachy. You are 
allowed to dislike Girl Talk; you are 
allowed to not attend. All I am try-
ing to say is that if you do attend, 
you have got to have the right atti-
tude, or this could be the Awkward 
Event of 2009.
But then again, this is Lawrence, 
so maybe that would mean it was 
the Best Event of 2009. Show up to 
see the outcome! The doors open at 
7 p.m., and tickets are available at 
the box office for $5.
Big Event 2009: What you should know
Alex schaaf
Arts & Entertainment Editor
Though she might be best 
known for her penchant for put-
ting zees at the end of any plural 
noun and the fact that she sur-
vived a brick to the head at age 6, 
in this article I would like to focus 
on senior Sarah Page’s mad pho-
tography “skillz.”
Page came to Lawrence as 
an art major and has never once 
veered from this path. Said Page, 
“I think I’m just a very visual 
person and photography was one 
of the first things that really got 
me thinking about the world 
around me.”
In fact, photography seems 
to be a rather obvious choice 
for this studio art major with 
an art history minor, as she 
received a camera from her 
family almost every year for 
Christmas.
Notes Page, “I guess I feel 
that photography is about an 
experience and a relationship 
with the world you’re pho-
tographing. ... It’s so much 
more a part of popular culture 
than a lot of other mediums. 
Everyone’s taken pictures.” 
Clearly, Page has moved on 
from her first purple Mickey Mouse 
camera and has found better sub-
jects than “the mushrooms in my 
yard.”
In fact, her Mudd Gallery exhib-
it opens this Friday, May 1. The 
show, titled “ISOLATION: Suburbia 
and the American Dream,” explores 
such themes as lack of individual-
ity, isolation and poor land usage 
through photographs of suburban 
landscapes.
Said the artist, “I’m interested 
in how these suburban spaces 
reflect our own changing American 
values.”
Page has also been working 
on a “crazy video” called “Buy 
Me, Plz.” To make it, she taped a 
camcorder to her Copps shopping 
cart and went through the store, 
and she “then fast-forwarded the 
whole thing and set it to a mix 
I made from the ‘voice’ at the 
self-checkout. It’s actually quite 
frightening.”
Photo by James McDaniel
Sarah Page
by Anna hainze
Artist Spotlight: 
The time has come for the grand 
finale of the 100th Jazz Series sea-
son here at Lawrence. The New York 
Voices’ Grammy award-winning 
sound started the tune of the jazz 
series season back in November.
Building on this group’s jazzy 
foundation, trumpeter Ingrid Jensen 
brought her fresh and lively playing 
to the table, collaborating with the 
Lawrence Jazz Trio and the Lawrence 
University Jazz Ensemble.
With her distinctive vocal jazz 
style, Jackie Allen was next to take 
the chapel stage, delivering an elec-
tric performance that included selec-
tions with the Lawrence Symphony 
Orchestra.
This Saturday, May 2, at 8 p.m., 
three jazz musicians will finish off 
the tune of the 2008-2009 Jazz Series 
season with the use of a piano, a bass 
and a drum set.
The trio is made up of Brad 
Mehldau on piano, Larry Grenadier 
on bass and Jeff Ballard on drums. 
The Memorial Chapel is the trio’s sec-
ond stop of its national spring tour, 
the first stop being Orchestra Hall in 
Chicago. Come summer, the musi-
cians will take their music overseas 
and will continue touring interna-
tionally throughout the year.
Having recently recorded an 
album entitled “Brad Mehldau Trio: 
Live,” which was nominated for a 
Grammy for Best Jazz Instrumental 
Album, Individual or Group, chances 
are good that the Brad Mehldau Trio 
will provide a satisfying close to the 
jazz season this Saturday evening.
The trio’s namesake, Brad 
Mehldau, has interest in music that 
moves beyond the piano and into the 
philosophical field of music making. 
Mehldau has written articles for Jazz 
Times magazine. He also writes poet-
ry and provides written commentary 
on his Web site about his works.
An article from the December 
2003 issue of Jazz Times titled 
“Ideology, Burgers and Beer,” pro-
vides a peek into the thoughts of 
Mehldau as a thinker and as a per-
forming musician: “When you build 
your identity as a player, you do so 
in part by excluding a bunch of other 
identities, at least temporarily. That 
process of exclusion is determined 
by the gut, not the intellect.”
Mehldau is also known outside 
of the jazz world, often cited for his 
inventive Radiohead covers, as well 
as his “Largo” album, a collaboration 
with producer/composer Jon Brion, 
the man behind both Kanye West’s 
“Late Registration” album and the 
“Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless 
Mind” soundtrack, among others.
The musical and personal iden-
tity that Mehldau has constructed 
thus far will show through his music 
this Saturday night. There will not be 
a pre-formulated paper program for 
audience members to structure their 
selective listening with; the music 
will be absorbed and heard “by the 
gut, not the intellect.” The show 
starts at 8 p.m., and tickets are avail-
able through the box office.
Laura streyle
Staff  Writer
Brad Mehldau Trio to perform at LU
Gut over intellect:
Photo courtesy of Google images
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The Lawrence University men’s 
tennis team lost a closely contested 
match against St. Norbert College, 
but the team will still represent the 
North Division in the conference 
tournament this weekend.
St. Norbert went undefeated in 
conference play to place first in 
the North Division, and this was 
Lawrence’s only loss. Both teams 
will travel to Madison this weekend 
to take on the top two teams from 
the South Division, Monmouth and 
Grinnell.
As the No. 2 seed from the north, 
Lawrence will take on Grinnell, 
the No. 1 seed from the south, in 
the opening round. If the Vikings 
advance, they will play the winner 
of St. Norbert and Monmouth for 
the Midwest Conference team cham-
pionship.
Lawrence finished the regular 
season with a record of 3-1 in the 
conference, and an overall record 
of 9-14. The Vikings easily moved 
their way through the North Division 
until playing St. Norbert this past 
weekend. Lawrence swept Beloit and 
Ripon 9-0, and the team beat Carroll 
7-2.
Lawrence No. 1 singles player 
Ryan Dunn was once again the 
anchor for the Vikings, winning 
his singles match 6-0, 6-2, and he 
teamed up with Dan Hertel to with 
the No. 1 doubles match 8-6.
Hertel also won his singles 
match with a score of 6-3, 6-2. 
Travis Fondow came through with 
Lawrence’s final victory of the day 
at the No. 6 singles spot, winning in 
a hotly contested match, 7-6 (8-6), 
2-6, 10-7.
Grinnell won the team champi-
onship last year, as well a nearly all 
the individual and doubles awards. 
The Vikings’ Ryan Dunn was the 
only exception, winning the confer-
ence tournament at the No. 1 spot. 
He looks to maintain his crown this 
weekend.
Jon Mays
Staff  Writer
Men’s Tennis advances to Midwest Conference Tournament
After finishing the Midwest 
Conference Classic with two wins, 
the Lady Vikings faced off against 
Ripon looking to push their wining 
streak to three.
In the first game of the double-
header the Vikes got yet another 
good outing from Meredith Foshag 
at the mound. She gave up only two 
earned runs of the three runs total 
through seven innings, during which 
there were only four hits.
However, the Vikes could not get 
it going at the plate. They produced 
only five hits and were only able to 
bring around two runners, with RBIs 
by Emily Perish and Carli Gurholt. 
The Vikings lost the first game to 
Ripon 3-2.
The Lady Vikes were looking to 
turn it around in the second game. 
Unfortunately, the Vikings were 
again unable to get their bats going. 
The Vikes only produced four hits 
from three hitters in the second 
game, and they could not bring any 
runners home.
The pitching struggled moderate-
ly, giving up nine hits, but this was 
not the Vikings’ downfall. Despite 
nine hits, Emily Perish only gave 
up two earned runs. The Vikings 
defense let them down in this game, 
as Ripon scored six unearned runs. 
Ripon took the second game 8-0 and 
swept the Vikes.
The game against University 
of Chicago was canceled, so the 
Vikings finished off their regular-
season games against Carroll. After 
their poor showings behind the plate 
against Ripon, the Vikes came out 
against Carroll determined to get 
hot.
That is exactly what they did, as 
they produced 12 hits, more than 
they had in both games against Ripon. 
Carli Gurholt was on fire, going 3-4 
with two doubles, yet another home 
run and five RBIs. Katie Simonson 
went 2-3 with two runs scored and 
the other two RBIs for the Vikes.
At the mound, Emily Perish got 
the job done. She gave up nine hits, 
but she was able to hold Carroll to 
only one earned run and three total 
runs, while striking out two. The 
Vikes looked good against Carroll, 
winning the first game 7-3.
In the second game, the Vikings’ 
bats did not cool. They again came 
up with 12 hits, and this time they 
brought nine runners home. Gurholt 
and Goodson again each had a home 
run, and Ellen French went 4-4 with 
three RBIs and a run scored.
At the mound, the Vikes strug-
gled again. Meredith Foshag gave up 
five earned runs on 10 hits through 
five innings, but it was enough to 
get the job done. Emily Perish came 
in for the last two innings, giving up 
one unearned run and securing the 
sweep of Carroll. The Vikes took the 
second game 9-6 and finished their 
season play with a sweep of Carroll.
The Lady Vikes finished just one 
spot out of the conference tourna-
ment, but the ladies had a great 
season.
Softball finishes with a sweep
tristan Lipe
Staff  Writer
There are rumors 
that Barry Bonds could 
bat DH in Kansas City. 
The D in DH apparently 
stands for “Desperate.”
Royals ace Zack 
Greinke is 4-0 with a 
0.00 ERA. The only thing 
lower than Greinke’s 
ERA is the Royals chance 
at the playoffs.
The NBA has 
fined Houston’s Rick 
Adelman, Portland’s 
Nate McMillan and 
Boston’s Doc Rivers for 
publicly criticizing ref-
erees during the NBA 
playoffs. The fines fit in 
with the NBA’s new slo-
gan: “I love this game! 
Because I’m told I have 
to.”
The football coaches 
at Texas A & M and 
Texas Tech are in a war 
of words. Thankfully 
it’s Texas, so they’ll 
run out of words pret-
ty quickly.
And USC coach Pete 
Carroll said that quar-
terback Mark Sanchez 
is not yet ready for the 
NFL. That’s perfect, 
since he was drafted 
by the Jets. There are 
rumors that Barry 
Bonds could bat DH in 
Kansas City. The D in 
DH apparently stands 
for “Desperate.”
Royals ace Zack 
Greinke is 4-0 with a 
0.00 ERA. The only thing 
lower than Greinke’s 
ERA is the Royals chance 
at the playoffs.
The NBA has 
fined Houston’s Rick 
Adelman, Portland’s 
Nate McMillan and 
Boston’s Doc Rivers for 
publicly criticizing ref-
erees during the NBA 
playoffs. The fines fit in 
with the NBA’s new slo-
gan: “I love this game! 
Because I’m told I have 
to.”
The football coaches 
at Texas A & M and 
Texas Tech are in a war 
of words. Thankfully 
it’s Texas, so they’ll 
run out of words pretty 
quickly.
And USC coach Pete 
Carroll said that quar-
terback Mark Sanchez 
is not yet ready for the 
NFL. That’s perfect, 
since he was drafted by 
the Jets.
steve hofstetter, Keith 
Alberstadt, ryan Murphy and 
Chris strait
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Baseball MWC O'All
North Division
Ripon  7-3  14-12
Beloit  9-5  22-7
St. Norbert  6-4  15-11
Lawrence  5-5  12-14
Carroll  1-11  8-18
South Division
Grinnell  6-2  20-9
Monmouth  6-2  11-12
Knox  4-4  6-15
Illinois College  0-8  9-16
Softball MWC O'All
North Division
Ripon  12-1  18-12
St. Norbert  8-3  11-16
Lawrence  5-8  10-19
Carroll  4-9  12-15
Beloit  3-8  10-22
South Division
Lake Forest  10-3  16-16
Monmouth  8-5  17-17
Illinois College  7-6  10-21
Grinnell  6-7  9-22
Knox  0-13  3-29
Men’s Tennis MWC O'All
North Division
St. Norbert  4-0  18-8
Lawrence  3-1  9-13
Carroll  2-2  9-10
Ripon  1-3  5-13
Beloit  0-4  2-11
South Division
Grinnell  4-0  16-9
Monmouth  3-1  12-9
Lake Forest  2-2  9-5
Knox  1-3  3-15
Illinois College  0-4  0-9
Statistics are courtesy of 
www.lawrence.edu, www.
midwestconference.org and 
are current as of
April 29, 2009.
standings
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Would you rather play singles or 
doubles?
I really have no preference. I 
love playing both. They are totally 
different games and that is what 
makes them both so fun. In singles 
everything is in your control, which 
is nice, but in doubles you often have 
more fun because you don’t have all 
of the pressure on yourself. 
Do you have a particular routine 
prior to serving the ball?
Yes, I do have a very particular 
routine before serving. I walk up to 
the line and bounce the ball with my 
racquet three times outside of the 
baseline and then three times with 
my hand inside the baseline. Then I 
am ready to hit my serve.
If you could play in any tennis 
tournament in the world, which 
one would it be?
I would definitely pick the U.S. Open. It is the biggest tennis event of 
the year and the atmosphere there is just crazy. It would be amazing to 
play in Arthur Ashe Stadium in front of thousands of people, especially 
during a night match. I can’t even imagine what that would feel like.
What has been the team’s biggest accomplishment this season?
We have had a very successful season so far, even though our record 
may not indicate it. We have been playing higher-level teams this year than 
we have in the past, so we have to take that into account. We had a very 
successful spring break trip, gaining a lot of experience, but I would have 
to say that our biggest accomplishment so far was crushing Ripon 9-0.
What has been your best tennis memory this season?
My best tennis memory this season was definitely spring break in 
Orlando. Everything about it was amazing, ranging from the tennis to 
Universal Studios. I felt that the team really came together throughout that 
trip and we are now one of the closest-knit groups of friends you could 
find. I will definitely remember this season forever.
Athletes of the Week
Ryan Dunn: Men’s Tennis
What is the best thing about playing 
catcher?
I can’t think of just one thing, 
because I’ve always loved being the 
catcher. You get to wear all the gear, 
control what goes on on the field, 
BE LOUD, chat with the umpires, and 
probably best of all have that pitcher/
catcher relationship.
What are your personal goals for the 
remainder of the season? 
Well, we really only have one game 
left, but my biggest goal is to finish 
strong. I’m a little injured right now, 
and it’s been a pretty tough battle, so 
I just want to end knowing that I did 
all I could for the team.
How has being able to play college 
softball enhanced your college expe-
rience?
Being a part of the softball team 
has been one of the best parts of my 
Lawrence experience. We have such 
great team chemistry, and I’ve found those best friends that I just know 
I’ll never be able to forget about. I’ve also loved the competition and see-
ing the amount of success we have had. I’ve also been fortunate enough 
to learn so much from my older teammates, who always were willing to 
show me the ropes.
Do you have any superstitions?
Hahaha — well, if it’s appropriate I always have to wear black under-
wear on game days. Before the games I also always have to be showered. 
And most importantly, at the beginning of every inning I always have to 
give my pitchers knucks.
If you could pick one song to pump you up before a game, what would 
it be?
“Gimme Some Lovin.” It’s actually the song that I pump up to while the 
pitchers are warming up throwing. It just makes me think of high school 
— it was always “my song” that I loved to play in pep band. Just a great 
oldies song to bounce and sing a long with.
Hillary Cheever: Softball
by Jeanelle Adams
Photo courtesy of Ryan Dunn
Photo courtesy of Hillary Cheever
1. Charlie Gardiner has a record, as his name is on the Stanley Cup 11 
times.
2. The first five seasons of the 21st century all had Stanley Cup Finals 
series which went to a game seven.
3. “The Dinosaur” holds the record for most goals in the playoffs as a 
rookie.
4. The New York Islanders were the first American team to win three 
straight Stanley Cups.
5. Charlie Gardiner is the only goalie to ever captain a Stanley Cup 
Championship team.
by Matt hohWhat is true about the NHL Playoffs?
1. F. Henri Richard holds that record. He earned a reputation as one of hockey’s most 
relentless fore-checkers of all time while accomplishing this amazing feat. 
2. F. There were only four. The previous five years, 1995-2000, none went the full 
seven games. 
3. T. Dino Ciccarelli, known as the Dinosaur, holds the playoff record with 14 goals for 
a rookie.
4. T. Lead by Mike Bossy, they actually won four straight Stanley Cups from 1980-
1983.
5. T. Gardiner, considered Chicago’s first hockey superstar, lead the team to the 
Stanley Cup title in 1934, which placed Chicago on the hockey map.
I would like to congratulate Ted 
Thompson on not upsetting me 
immensely this past weekend dur-
ing the draft — drafting like this is 
something that I could actually get 
used to. I didn’t think I was one of 
those guys who would watch it and 
have a laptop on ESPN.com checking 
out the Draft Tracker to read a bit 
about each of the picks, but I came 
to realize that participating in this 
ritual makes the draft move more 
quickly. I also stumbled across blogs 
and chat rooms to see what the pub-
lic had to say about the picks and to 
see highlight videos of the athletes 
— it was a good weekend to be a 
football fan.
After the party Saturday night, I 
got up before 9 a.m. Sunday morning 
to get ready for the second round. It 
started at nine, and instead of watch-
ing the draft like I did Saturday, I 
just had my laptop handy, giving 
me the updates. I saw that nfl.com 
had a nice little feature to see how 
teams drafted, how the universities 
were being represented and how 
each position was being represented 
— it came in handy. Sadly, Jonathan 
Casillas and PJ Hill were not drafted. 
And Mr. Irrelevant is a kicker, and 
that’s kind of lame.
Another reason why the draft 
wasn’t on television was because of 
some great NBA games. I planned 
on getting some work done Sunday 
afternoon so that I could enjoy the 
week’s highlights that night on ESPN. 
Little did I know about what type of 
game the Bulls and Celtics would 
put on.
Coming off the game-three dud 
of a performance by the Bulls, I did 
not expect much from them, but 
I was extremely thankful for the 
display in game four. There were 
just over a dozen people watching 
it with me, and we were hanging on 
every shot — let’s hope this is not 
the only intriguing playoff matchup 
we’ll see all year. Even though every-
one is anticipating the Cavaliers and 
Lakers to play for the title, I’m guess-
ing not.
I’m hoping that the Celtics do 
get past the Bulls this round for one 
reason — the shots of Kevin Garnett 
on the bench. Yes, we know how tall 
KG is and how he looks in a suit, but 
I’m more impressed with how many 
f-bombs one guy can drop in one 
sentence. I was reading one fan’s 
comments on a blog that he and 
his friends now have a new drink-
ing game; everyone time you read a 
naughty word — or in his case words 
— coming from his lips, you drink. 
Seems reasonable enough, right?
What other drinking games can 
we conjure up during playoff time 
would seem like a sport in itself. We 
can do every time Ray Allen hits a 
three, Stephan Marbury’s tattoo on 
the side of his head is seen, the com-
mentators mention Derrick Rose’s 
potential, Paul Pierce pumps and 
turns, not laughing at Joakim Noah’s 
shot, and when Brian Scalabrine hits 
a jumper.
What game would there be when 
you can make someone else drink? 
I would say that at the beginning of 
the game, each participant selects 
a player, and whenever that player 
makes an outstanding play — as 
ruled on by selected judges — some-
one gets to demand that somebody 
throws down some sweet medicine.
The final trump in a game of 
sports drinking would be seeing 
a guy grab his crotch after hit-
ting a jumper like Ben Gordon. Yes, 
Gordon’s cockiness was good, but it 
does not compare to the originator 
— Sam Cassell’s “big balls” dance. 
Check it out, it’s impressive.
Other than that, it’s good to 
know that I have intentions to watch 
the Timber Rattlers play twice next 
week as $1 dogs, tickets and brews 
are hard to turn down.
ramble on the roof: NFL Draft
torrin thatcher
Columnist
April 23, the Vikings headed 
down to battle Beloit where the 
Vikings were able to take the night-
cap after a tough loss in the first 
game.
In the opener, the Vikings found 
themselves in a hole, down 9-0 after 
the first three innings, in which 
Beloit was able to score seven in the 
bottom of the third. Beloit added 
four more in the bottom of the 
fifth and then led 13-1. However, 
Lawrence was not ready to go down. 
The Vikings rattled off four in the 
top of the seventh to reduce the lead 
to eight.
Moving into the final stretch, 
Lawrence was able to hold Beloit at 
13 and score two in the eighth. In 
the final inning the Vikings battled 
back with four more runs, which left 
them just short, 11-13. In the game 
the Vikings were able to compile 14 
hits, of which Robert Rashid, Wes 
Otte, Frank Forseth, Eric Bohling 
and Hawk Haiduke all had two. Luke 
Kostreva led the team with 3 RBIs.
In the nightcap the Vikings 
took the win 5-2 to split with the 
Buccaneers and improve to 12-12 
on the season and 5-5 in confer-
ence. Aaron Leitner started for the 
Vikings, allowing only two runs in 
seven innings and would pick up 
the win and improve to 5-3 on the 
season.
Forseth came in for the final two 
innings and allowed only one hit, no 
walks and struck out two to pick up 
his third save for the season.
On the offensive side, the Vikings 
scored one in both the first and sec-
ond inning and then three more to 
cap of the win in the fifth. Leading 
the way was Robert Rashid as he 
went 2-3 and walked twice. Haiduke 
also made a large contribution as he 
had three hits on four attempts and 
drove in one. Jordan Clark also had 
two hits.
The Vikings were to play the 
Buccaneers again April 25; however, 
the weather did not cooperate and 
the game was postponed.
Vikings baseball splits against Beloit 
Matt hoh
Staff  Writer
ThE LAWrENTiAN
12 FrIDAY, MAY 1, 2009VArIety
Editor in Chief:
Grace Christiansen
Business Manager
Christie McCowen
Managing Editor:
Carolyn Schultz
News Editor:
Alicia Bones
Associate News Editor:
Caitlin Williamson
Features Editor:
Melody Moberg
Associate Features Editor:
Naveed Islam
Opinions/Editorials Editor:
J.B. Sivanich
Associate Opinions/Editorials Editor:
Mac Watson
Arts & Entertainment Editor:
Alex Schaaf
Sports Co-Editors:
Stephen Exarhos
Ray Tucker
Photo Editor:
Stephen Anunson
Layout Editor:
Maureen Darras
Associate Layout Editor:
Christie McCowen
Layout Staff:
Ian Wallace
Copy Chief:
Michael Schreiber
Associate Copy Editor:
Emily Koenig, Lara Wasserman
Web Manager:
Karl Hailperin
Circulation Manager:
Claire Burke
EDITORIAL POLICY:
Editorial policy is determined 
by the editors. Any opinions which 
appear unsigned are those of the 
majority of The Lawrentian’s edito-
rial board.
Letters to the editor are wel-
come and encouraged. The editors 
reserve the right to edit for style 
and space. Letters must be e-mailed 
to: 
lawrentian@lawrence.edu. 
Submissions by e-mail should be 
text attachments.
 — All submissions to editorial 
pages must be turned in to The 
Lawrentian no later than 5 p.m. on 
the Monday before publication. 
 — All submissions to the editorial 
pages must be accompanied by a 
phone number at which the author 
can be contacted.  Articles submit-
ted without a contact number will 
not be published.
 — The Lawrentian reserves 
the right to print any submissions 
received after the above deadline 
and to edit each submission for 
clarity, decency and grammar.
 — Letters to the editor should not 
be more than 350 words, and will 
be edited for clarity, decency and 
grammar.
 — Guest editorials may be 
arranged by contacting the 
editor in chief or the editorials edi-
tor in advance of the publishing 
date.
Members of the 
Assocated Collegiate 
Press
the  
LaWrentian
1. “Cold, Cold Heart,” Nora 
Jones
Lying in bed awake at 3 a.m. 
looking to clear your head? 
Queue up “Come Away With 
Me” and take time to appreciate 
Nora Jones’ soothing cover of 
this Hank Williams tune.
2. “Jesus of Suburbia/Another 
Broken Home,” Green Day
I bought “American Idiot” 
after hearing it proclaimed as a 
rock opera for the postmodern 
era. I wasn’t sure what to expect 
from Billie Joe and the boys 
since I had only heard “Time 
of Your Life” prior to listening 
to this album, but I was pleas-
antly surprised to discover that 
Green Day has a real talent for 
storytelling (not to mention for 
rocking out).
3. “Wisconsin,” Bon Iver
I can’t get enough of Bon 
Iver. With his soulful melodies 
and no-frills music, Bon Iver 
(a.k.a. Justin Vernon) sounds 
like he’s welcoming listeners 
right into the snowy cabin in 
the North Woods where he 
recorded this album. When he 
sings, “That was Wisconsin 
— that was yesterday,” I feel it 
in the pit of my stomach every 
time.
4. “In My Life,” The Beatles
A classic. If you’re feeling 
nostalgic for the “people and 
things that went before,” put 
this song on your own iPod and 
take a road trip down memory 
lane.
5. “Limenviolet’s Podcast”
I actually listen to podcasts 
much more frequently than 
music on my iPod. This hilari-
ous one features two Nebraskan 
knit-chicks and their friends 
taking about all things knit-
ting (and many, many things 
not at all related to knitting). 
One of my favorite features of 
this podcast is “Yarn Porn,” in 
which the hosts recommend 
hand-dyed yarn sellers, knit-
ting gadgets, knitting books, 
etc. The perfect weekly dose of 
fiber goodness! Available via 
iTunes or at http://limenviolet.
blogspot.com/
6. “Going to Chicago Blues,” 
Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot 
Skillet Lickers
Lavay Smith has a great 
voice; the combination of her 
steamy vocals and the swinging 
band can’t help but make me 
smile — even if she is singing 
the blues.
7. “Tainted Love,” Soft Cell
This pop song reminds me 
of hanging out at the park circa 
1982 while wearing my very 
first Walkman — or “Personal 
Stereo Cassette Player with FM 
Tuner” — which I received as 
a birthday present from the 
family I babysat for most often. 
Good times.
8. “Birdhouse in Your Soul,” 
They Might Be Giants
Who else but TMBG could 
write such a touching song 
about a night-light? The equally 
clever and quirky writers of the 
now-defunct TV series “Pushing 
Daisies” featured this song, 
sung by the amazing Kristin 
Chenoweth, in one episode, a 
fact which delighted 
me way more than necessary.
9. “Ev’ry Time We Say Good-
Bye,” Ella Fitzgerald
There are probably more 
Ella Fitzgerald songs on my 
iPod than music from any other 
vocalist. Classy, heartfelt and 
retro-fabulous. I could listen 
to this album over and over. In 
fact, I have.
10. “Planxty George Brabazon,” 
The Chieftains
“Planxty,” I’ve discovered, 
is a Gaelic song in praise of a 
person. In this case, the tune 
comes from a composition by 
Irish harpist Turlough O’Carolan 
(1670 1738), written for a young 
bachelor from County Mayo, 
homeland of my Irish ancestors. 
The Chieftains are joined here 
by the Belfast Harp Orchestra, 
and hearing this song makes me 
want to pull up a chair in a pub 
and sip a Guinness next to a 
peat-stoked fire.
What’s on your iPod? Julie Haurykiewicz
